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•  The only designated Pediatric Trauma Center in Nevada 

•  The only hospital in Nevada staffed around the clock with in-hospital, Board-Certified Pediatric Critical Care  
and Emergency Medicine Physicians

•  The only hospital in Nevada to be recognized by Consumer Reports as one of the top 5 Pediatric Intensive 
Care Units in the Nation

•  The only hospital in Nevada to offer Pediatric Burn Care and Organ Transplant Services

•  The only accredited Cystic Fibrosis Center for the State of Nevada

•  The only dedicated Pediatric Sedation Unit in Nevada

•  The only hospital in Nevada to be recognized as an Associate Member of the Children’s Hospital Association
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(702) 383-peds (7337)
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We’re happy you are reading this 
edition of Child Life as we profile two 
of our patients who have survived 
against all odds. These two young men, 
little Noah, who is only 4 years old, 
and Conan, who is 16 years old, will 
amaze you with their determination 
to recover, despite devastating injuries. 

As parents, we want to do everything 
we can to protect our children, so these 
stories strike an emotional chord 
with us. As the leadership of your 
community hospital, we want you to 
rest assured that we will continue 
to work diligently to ensure that the 
services we provide at Children’s 
Hospital of Nevada at UMC are second 
to none. If your family needs us, for a 
minor health concern or a traumatic 
injury, we will be here for you with 
the same care, compassion, and 

extraordinary level of 
service our team gave  
to Noah and Conan. 

Be well,

Brian Brannman 
CEO

Lawrence Weekly
Clark County Commissioner,  

Chair of Board of Trustees

kolh’s cares 
t/f from client

 

When?
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 10 A.M.–2 P.M.

Where?
Kohl’s • 30 N. Valle Verde Dr. • Henderson, NV

For more information, visit childrenshospitalnevada.org or call (702) 383-2229.

Jo
in

 U
s

What?
FREE YOUTH-SIZED BICYCLE HELMETS • BIKE SAFETY COURSE & HELMET
FIT CHECKS • CHILD ID REGISTRATION • SPONSOR-FILLED GOODIE BAGS

nicu reunion
celebrating 20 years of service

saturday, november 3,  
10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Join Us As We Celebrate 
Our 20 Year Milestone

Calling all of our NICU graduates. Come share your 
memories and milestones. Bring your old photos 
and take some new ones!

clark county government
center amphitheater
500 grand central pkwy
(across from lv premium outlets)

rsvp-chnv@umcsn.com 
or call (702) 383-3634

cover photo 
courtesy of Jessica 
ebelhar/las vegas review-Journal



Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC is a community effort, providing exceptional resources to take care of every child who needs our help. With your contribution, 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC can continue providing extraordinary care to all children in need.
Charitable giving through the UMC Foundation is essential to advancing our healing mission. Your tax-deductible gift  
will help ensure lifesaving services are available for children in their greatest moments of need.
I would like to make a donation of $ .  
Please make checks payable to Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, c/o the UMC Foundation.
Please contact me regarding:   q Volunteering my time     q Other ways of giving
Name:  Address:  Email:
Mail this form and your donation to: Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, attn: Karen Gordon, 1800 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89102
Make your donation online at: childrenshospitalofnevada.org/give
For more information regarding Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, please email CHNV@umcsn.com or call Karen Gordon at (702) 383-3995.

Become a champion 
for our children

Thank You!
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leading the nation  
in children’s healthcare— 
right here at home

“Not only can we get your child to  a pediat-
ric emergency medicine specialist in less than 
20 minutes, if they are admitted, they receive 
care that ranks among the very highest in the 
nation,” says Dr. Jay Fisher, Medical Director 
for the Pediatric Emergency Department at 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC.

Consumer Reports rated Children’s Hospital 
of Nevada at UMC in the top five children’s 
hospitals in the country for preventing blood-
stream infections.

“The children who we take care of in our 
Intensive Care Unit are critically ill or have life-
threatening injuries. We have a responsibility 
to follow strict procedures and established best 
practices to treat our patients, and the results 
make a difference in how well our patients re-
cover,” says Dr. Meena Vohra, Medical Director 
of Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC. 

Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC’s 
Pediatric Intensive Care unit had  zero blood-
stream infections in  2010, the year Consumer 
Reports studied, and the same holds true today. 

Consumer Reports suggests parents ask 

about infection rates at their children’s hospi-
tal, noting that both parents and hospitals can 
take steps to prevent these complications.

“We follow a detailed checklist during 
catheter insertions and dressing changes,” 
Dr. Vohra adds. “Our staff is expertly trained 
in caring for critically ill pediatric patients  
because we believe  that a hospital-acquired  
infection is never an acceptable outcome.”

representing the Best
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC 

provides patients the highest level of care 
anywhere in Nevada, representing the only 
designated Pediatric Trauma Center in the 
state; the only hospital in the state staffed 
around the clock with in-hospital, board-
certified pediatric critical care and emergency 
medicine physicians; and the only hospital 
to offer pediatric burn care and transplant 
services. Children’s Hospital of Nevada at 
UMC is also the only hospital in Nevada to be 
recognized as an Associate Member of the of 
Children’s Hospital Association (CHA).

“This Consumer Reports study ranks Children’s  
Hospital of Nevada at UMC above many other 
highly acclaimed children’s hospitals in the 
country,” says Brian Brannman, CEO of UMC. 
“To be the only hospital on the west coast rated 
at the top is a tribute to the commitment we 
have to caring for the children in our commu-
nity. This study is another reason why parents 
can depend on the high quality of care we pro-
vide for their children.”

Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC ranks 
in the top five Pediatric Intensive Care Units 
in the country. 

!

for more detailed information 
on children’s hospital 
of nevada at umc, visit 
childrenshospitalofnevada.org.

Dr. Meena Vohra, Medical Director of 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, 

and Donna Evangelista, RN



A Miraculous
There’s a halo around little Noah Delacerda’s head, 
and not just the one attached to his head while he 
was recovering from a crash that nearly took his 
life. Noah Delacerda has more than one halo. He 
must. Noah survived the unimaginable—being 

hit by a drunk driver while safely buckled in 
his car seat. The force of the impact ripped 

Noah’s head away from his spine. Noah was 
immediately transported to Children’s 
Hospital of Nevada at UMC’s Pediatric 

Trauma Center, the only designated 
Pediatric Trauma Center in the state.

story By danita cohen

Recovery
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Noah, his mom Michelle, and his sister Alexis 
were at a stop sign when a drunk driver 
slammed into their car. Emergency responders 
estimated that the intoxicated driver was driv-
ing 60 miles per hour at the time of impact.

“I remember closing my eyes and holding 
Alexis back and waiting to hear brakes or 
tires screeching and I felt the impact,” says 
Michelle Hernandez.

The impact twisted and threw Michelle’s car 
across the street.

“I remember the driver standing beside his 
car as I tried to get a good look at him,” re-
members Michelle. “I recall thinking why is 
he just standing there? I remember them tell-
ing me my daughter was okay, but I couldn’t 
find out about my son.”

Noah was in extremely critical condition. 
So critical, that trauma surgeons at Children’s 
Hospital of Nevada at UMC didn’t know how 
he could possibly survive such tremendous  
injuries. Michelle had a long list of very seri-
ous injuries, including a broken pelvis, hip, 
and ankle, as well as a ruptured spleen and 
liver damage. Fortunately, Alexis suffered mi-
nor injuries and physically recovered quickly.

searching for hope
Dr. Thomas Vater, Orthopedic Surgeon, was 

the specialist called to Noah’s bedside in the 
trauma unit.

“Noah’s injuries were extremely severe. In 
simple terms, his head had separated from his 
cervical spine. With this type of injury the spi-
nal cord is often affected,” says Dr. Vater. “Noah 
was paralyzed from the neck down, which af-
fected even his ability to breath. Initially, his 
prognosis was very poor, and I was unsure that 
he was going to survive this injury.” 

For Michelle, seeing her son in such 
helpless condition was unbearable.

“When I saw him for the first time, 
he just lay there. He couldn’t move. 
He  would open his eyes and tears 
would  come out. There was nothing,” 
says Michelle.

Eventually, there was something. Noah 
began to move his fingers and wiggle his 
toes. Noah would communicate using the 
blink of his eye, and his heart-warming 
smile. Noah became a master communi-
cator without saying anything at all, and 
made an instant connection with UMC 
Speech Pathologist Dale Whitman.

“Noah really couldn’t move when I 
first saw him. When I first walked in, I 
looked at him and he looked at me and 
smiled…I never will forget that day 
when he smiled,” says Dale. “Not only 
did he begin to improve physically, but 
his attitude was just incredible. His 
smile lit up the room.”

the road to recovery
Noah slowly improved at Children’s 

Hospital of Nevada at UMC, while 
Michelle remained hopeful and strong.

“I prayed to God and knew that we 
could make it work. The only thing that 
mattered was that I still had my son,” 
adds Michelle.

All along, Michelle and the team 
at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at 
UMC never gave up hope for more progress. 
Eventually, Noah was transferred to a rehabili-
tation center to continue his recovery. 

With every day, Noah became stronger. 
Gradually, he was weaned off oxygen, and 

continued the hard work of learning 
how to be a 3-year-old boy again. 
With daily physical therapy, 
Noah learned how to eat and 
play again and slowly but surely 
began to move his arms and legs. 

“It is just a miracle for us. I 
never believed he would come 
as far as he has. Noah’s recovery 
been a true success story—he 
overcame the odds,” says Dr. 
Vater. “I attribute Noah’s success 
to the initial team who took care 
and brought him to the desig-
nated Pediatric Trauma Center 
at Children’s Hospital of Nevada 
at UMC. UMC and the pediatric 

services at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at 
UMC are amazing. We’ve had some amazing 
saves and success stories.” 

making progress
One year after the crash, Noah is back home 

with his family. His legs shake with momen-
tum as he tries with all his might to make his 
walker move around the living room, one step 
at a time, with the same, familiar smile still 
across his face. That smile, and Noah’s spirit to 
recover, helps Michelle find the strength in her 
still-recovering body to use the limited finan-
cial resources she has to  continue Noah’s  re-
habilitation. No moment is without struggle. 
No moment is without worry. No moment is 
without hope. 

“All I can ask for now is for him to be strong 
and do the best he can,” says Michelle. “As far 
as I see it, considering the injuries and the 
odds were against, I’ve already won. I still 
have Noah.”

Noah, his family, and UMC Speech Therapist  
Dale Whitman at the Trauma Survivors Celebration 
at Caesars Palace in May 2012.

Photo courtesy of Jessica Ebelhar/Las Vegas Review-Journal
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the strength 
to overcome

A junior in high school and an avid musician 
and martial artist, Conan’s life was relatively 
normal. Disciplined in body and mind, he was 
on the verge of receiving his black belt; after 
the crash, he wore a different kind of badge.

“The first thing I remember is being in the 
hospital, unable to move and in a lot of pain,” 
Conan recalls. “I was there for about five 
weeks with dislocated bones in my hand, a 
punctured right lung, and a severely injured 
right leg and knee.”

The injuries to Conan’s left leg were so se-
vere that it had to be amputated below the 
knee. Fortunately, Conan had an amazing 

support system of friends and family who en-
couraged him throughout his recovery. As he 
struggled with the grief and pain of his situa-
tion, his loved ones encouraged him through 
multiple surgeries and skin grafts.

“When Conan first came in, the whole pe-
diatric trauma team was mobilized and ready, 
from trauma surgeons and neurosurgeons to 
anesthesiologists and orthopedic surgeons,” 
says Dr. Meena Vohra, Medical Director of 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC. “This 
team approach, along with the technology 
available here at the only designated Pediatric 
Trauma Center in the state, was exactly what 

Conan needed, and he may not have survived 
had he been taken somewhere else.”

the healing process
Conan returned to the operating room 

many times to stabilize his leg and prepare 
for walking with a prosthetic. He attributes 
much of his progress to the discipline gained 
through martial arts.

“I’m just eager to hurry up and finish recov-
ering and get my balance back,” Conan says. 
“I can work harder after I do and make up for 
lost time.”

Now, Conan is finishing up high school 
classes on the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
campus. He’s facing the future bravely, and 
his determination allows him to take every 
opportunity to make it a bright one. 

extraordinary care
While caring for the most devastating of 

children’s injuries, Children’s Hospital of 
Nevada at UMC provides for the best experi-
ence for patients and their families.

“The nurses—the best. The doctors—the best. 
I told Conan that Children’s Hospital of Nevada 
at UMC is the best hospital I have ever expe-
rienced,” says Suhchen Obenchain, Conan’s 
mother. “I’m a pharmacist from Taiwan, and 
there, the nurses would just expect patients to 
deal with the pain. I am so thankful to the hos-
pital for saving my son’s life.”

has your life been changed by the care 
you received at children’s hospital of 
nevada at umc? tell us your story by 
emailing chnv@ umcsn.com.

The car bounced as it rolled over the curb toward the bus stop where 
15-year-old Conan Obenchain sat on a February morning. The next thing 
he remembers is waking up in the hospital with his life forever changed. 
Conan had been struck by a teacher who was driving under the influence.

Conan Obenchain, shown here at UNLV.
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Your Children Are 
Watching You

Your children are paying attention 
to you whether you make right, or 
wrong, decisions. Drinking, texting, 
and speeding while driving teaches 
your children that the behavior is 
acceptable. Lead by example. Get 
a designated driver, text later, drive 
the speed limit, and avoid other 
distractions while you drive. This 
will teach your children how to be 
better drivers when they are old 
enough to get behind the wheel.  

“We see for ourselves the 
destruction of bad decisions while 
driving. If you’re conscientious 
about safety when you drive, and 
don’t let the distractions get the 
best of you, the next generation 
of drivers—your children—will take 
note,” says Nancy Harpin, RN, 
Clinical Manager of the Pediatric 
Emergency Department at Children’s 
Hospital of Nevada at UMC. 

Making It 
Safely to the 
Other Side 
Stop. Look left, then right, then left again. The advice your 
mother gave you about crossing streets safely is as relevant 
for your children as it was for you when you were young.

The wide, multi-lane roads of Las Vegas were 
designed to move cars along, not to safely get 
children from one side of the street to the 
other. The recent rash of children being hit 
by cars has caused parents to wrap their arms 
around their children and not let them step 
foot off the sidewalk.

“Unfortunately, when children are hit by 
cars, the results are often fatal,” says Abby 
Hudema, RN, Pediatric Trauma Program 
Coordinator at Children’s Hospital of Nevada 
at UMC. “Children are usually struck in the 

middle of the body, where the potential for 
deadly injury is high, whereas adults tend to 
be hit in the lower extremities.”

Share these street smarts with your child:
 Cross streets at designated intersections.
 If a car appears to be parked, double 
check before walking in front of it.

 Pay attention to crossing guards.
 Make eye contact with drivers at 
intersections.

 Walk on the sidewalk facing traffic.
 Wear bright clothes during the day 
and reflective materials at night.

 When a street is safe to cross, walk, 
don’t run, to the other side, and 
continue looking for cars as you cross.

Finally, advise your chil-
dren to put away their 

cell phones when crossing 
streets. Inattention can have 

tragic consequences. 

if the unthinkable occurs, 
the physicians and nurses of 

children’s hospital of nevada 
at umc—the only designated 

pediatric trauma center in the 
state—are here to care for the 

most precious people in your life.  
for more information, call  
(702) 383-peds (7337). 7childlife fall/winter 2012



1800 W. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89102
ChildrensHospitalofNevada.org

childbirth
This series teaches expectant parents about the birth 
process and what to expect on their special day.

One-Day Condensed Childbirth Class
Saturdays 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
November 3

Three-Week Childbirth Class
Wednesdays 6–9 p.m.
December 5, December 12, December 19

Boot camp for new dads
This is a class strictly for new or expectant dads, 
led by experienced dads and a male pediatrician 
to give expectant or new dads a chance to talk with 
other men about being a father. You will learn baby 
basics and gain confidence.
6–8:30 p.m.
November 8

infant massage
This course will teach how to reduce stress in your 
baby’s life and yours through the use of massage 
techniques.
November 7, November 14, November 21

infant and child play groups
A great opportunity to have fun with your baby, 
while he or she gets to play and socialize with 
other children. Call for dates and times. 

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Las Vegas, NV

Permit No. 2375

Breastfeeding class
Learn techniques to get breastfeeding off to a 
good start. Adults only, please.
Mondays 6–8 p.m.
November 5, November 11

Breastfeeding consults
Call for a private appointment with certified  
lactation counselor.

infant & child cpr
This American Heart Association Program teaches 
family members how to be lifesavers through CPR 
skills. Adults only, please. 
Fridays 1–4 p.m.
November 16
Saturdays 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
December 1

i’m pregnant, now what?
Join us as we explore the wonderful adventure 
of the first six months of pregnancy. Come learn 
what to expect throughout these early days of 
pregnancy, what changes are normal and what 
may be cause for concern, and how to keep  
yourself and your child healthy.
6–8 p.m.
November 1

calendar of events
the family resource center
Classes held in the Family Resource Center. 1120 Shadow Lane, Las Vegas, (702) 383-BABY (2229)

Providing free classes and workshops for the whole family.

This publication in no way seeks to serve as a substitute for professional medical care. Consult your physician before undertaking any form of medical treatment or adopting any exercise program or dietary guidelines.

Bicycle Blast
Join us at Kohl’s located at 30 N. Valle Verde 
Drive in Henderson for a day of bike safety 
education and fun. Free youth-sized helmets 
and complimentary goodie bags will be 
available for attendees.
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
saturday, october 20

explore and learn
Join Nevada Early Intervention Services for 
development playtime. Call for dates and times.

library story time
Join staff from West Charleston Library for 
stories, rhymes, finger plays and poems. Call for 
dates and times. 

call (702) 383-BaBy (2229) to receive a free monthly calendar of events.  
register for classes online at childrenshospitalofnevada.org


